
My dear friends in Christ,

Why should every Catholic in Central  

Massachusetts consider it their privilege and 

responsibility to support Catholic schools in our 

diocese?

The answer can be found in the theme of our 

annual Catholic School appeal “Committed to 

encountering Christ.” That is not just a catchy 

theme. It is a mission that forms young people 

to be good parents, good community members 

and good Catholics in the future. In short, while we stand on the 

shoulders of giants before us, we rely on the giants of tomorrow to 

continue the mission to bring the good news of salvation to future 

generations.

We encounter Christ in every classroom, not just in the religion 

class. That is because Catholic education provides a solid under-

standing of who we are, made in the image and likeness of God and 

with a faith-based sense of purpose. It is a lens that sharpens our 
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Dear Benefactor,

The past 18 months have been very challenging. 

The pandemic has caused us to make adjustments 

to the ways we work, shop, socialize, and even 

celebrate Mass.

COVID has also changed the way in which 

schools function.  Like all schools across the 

country, Catholic schools in the Diocese of 

Worcester made adjustments last year in order 

to ensure healthy and safe classroom settings. In 

the early stages of the pandemic, new practices 

emerged such as “remote learning” and tools for bringing otherwise 

isolated individuals together through technologies like Zoom.  

It quickly became apparent that virtual learning could not be a  

substitute for learning in-person for the long term.

Catholic schools in the Diocese decided to prioritize in-person 

education as much as possible. Based on local context, schools 

developed plans that allowed for flexibility in how instruction was 

delivered. If COVID-related risks were possibly present, adjustments 

were made to instruction so that the health and safety of students 

could be assured. By including guidance from public health officials, 

in-person education remained the norm across Catholic schools in 

the Diocese.

As word spread about how Catholic schools were operating, new 

families sought out seats in schools throughout the Diocese. By year 

end, the vast majority of these families decided to keep their children 

enrolled in Catholic schools. Our schools’ ability to cultivate Catholic 

values in our students at a time when so many young people were 

susceptible to pandemic-related mental health challenges was and 

continues to be a significant support to students and their families.

The success that Catholic schools have had in providing families 

with quality, in-person education would not have been possible with-

out the dedication of our teachers and staff. To protect everyone, we 

also made investments in air purifiers, face coverings, hand sanitizers 

and cleaners – all of which added costs to tight operating budgets.

As we embark on the new school year, the pandemic unfortunately 

remains with us. While I know that Catholic schools will again  

persevere, our doing so relies, in part, on financial support from the 

Catholic Schools Appeal. Please pray for our Catholic schools and 

give as generously as you can.

Wishing you all God’s merciful blessings,

David Perda, Ph.D.

Superintendent of Schools 

CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 
FACTS

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE
Elementary and Middle School:

17 STUDENTS

High School:  

23 STUDENTS

Daily Attendance Rate: 

97%
High School 

Graduation Rate: 

97%

High School  
Graduates Attending 

4-year College: 

97%ONLINE: 
schools.worcesterdiocese.org

HOW YOU CAN RESPOND:
BY MAIL: IN PARISH: The second collection

at your parish or make a donation 
directly to the Catholic school of 
your choice.

Why do you value a 
Catholic school education?

Courtesy of  The Catholic Free Press
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Send in the convenient envelope 
with your donation.

vision when studying science and 

technology. It provides a worldview 

that shapes why we communicate 

with one another in language arts and 

reading as well as in the fine arts. And 

our understanding of community is 

foundational to how we interact with 

one another in the classroom, during 

team sports or when performing our 

charitable works within and outside of 

school.

I am making a special appeal to 

those of you who are a product of a 

Catholic school education. If you cherish that great foundation,  

share its value with a young person today. Support this appeal and 

any other opportunity you encounter to help those in need to access 

a Catholic education. Our Catholic schools do not exist for the  

privileged; however it is a privilege for each of us to share this  

opportunity to receive a Catholic school education with as many 

families as we can.

Thank you for prayerfully considering how you can respond to 

this annual appeal for Catholic Schools. 

With every prayerful best wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus

Bishop of Worcester

David Perda, Ph.D.

“I just think it’s good to build a foundation to learn 
the values of the Catholic religion.” 

—   Alicia Harrold 
Mother of a kindergartner,  
 Our Lady of the Angels Elementary School, 
Worcester

“I value a Catholic School education because every 
individual is valued as a beloved child  
of God.”

—    Megan Capurso 
Campus Minister, St. Paul Diocesan Junior/Senior 
High School, Worcester

“I value it because it’s more like a 
family than a community. I think God 
is an important aspect of learning. 
It’s good to go to church once a week 
besides Sunday. I’ve made friends 
that I think will last me a lifetime.”

—    Siena Sandini 
Eighth-grader, St. Bernadette Elementary School, Northborough

“Catholic education gives students a faith-filled, academically 
rich experience, grounded in a strong community ethic. 
Students here make life-long friends. And the community  

pulls together to support those in need 
every time.”

—    Julianne Morin 
Assistant principal, St. Bernadette Elementary School, 
Northborough

“Because you can learn about God 
every single day. And it’s a lot of fun.”
—  Cadence Gumbrell

Fifth-grader, Our Lady of the Angels  
Elementary School, Worcester

“My kids go here (OLA) because I 
went here. That was the main reason, 
but also the values that they instill; the 
quality of education – you can’t beat 
it – and the one-on-one attention that 
the kids get.”

—   Martha Castro-Walker 
Mother of a kindergartner and a fourth-grader,  
Our Lady of the Angels Elementary School, Worcester

“I’m a product of 13 years of elementary 
and high school Catholic education, and 
it was part of how I discerned a priestly 
vocation, with the Sisters of St. Joseph and 
the priests of the parish.”
—  Father Charles Monroe

Pastor, Our Lady of the Angels Parish, Worcester



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Catholic school students get to apply their lessons outside the 
classroom, from extracurricular activities to community service, 
expressing our love for God by how we treat our neighbor.

2020 Catholic Schools Appeal ($86,299)

LEARN. LIVE. LOVE.

School, Town/City Designated Distribution 
All Saints Academy, Webster  $2,225
Assumption School, Millbury  $2,896
Holy Family Academy, Gardner  $839
Our Lady of the Angels School, Worcester  $2,554
Our Lady of the Valley Regional School, Uxbridge  $5,178
St. Aloysius Catholic School, Gilbertville  $791
St. Anna Catholic School, Leominster  $12,449
St. Bernard’s Elementary School, Fitchburg  $1,425
St. Bernard’s High School, Fitchburg  $495
St. Bernadette School, Northborough  $3,721
St. Joseph School, Webster  $2,404
St. Leo School, Leominster  $1,376
St. Mary School, Shrewsbury  $8,064
St. Paul Diocesan Jr./Sr. High School  $1,083
St. Peter Central Catholic Elementary School, Worcester  $4,242
Trinity Catholic Academy, Southbridge  $6,238
Venerini Academy  $100
Tuition Assistance  $750
Staff faith formation, curriculum and professional development  $21,385
Other: Cost of promotional material production and postage  $8,084

Diocese of Worcester Catholic Schools Office
49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA 01609
schools.worcesterdiocese.org




