
 

7th Grade Summer Reading 
 

Part 1: Required Reading and Comprehension Packet:  
 

Please read the required text, and then answer the comprehension questions in the 
attached packet in complete sentences. Answers may be handwritten or typed. These 
questions will help prepare you for a test on the book at the start of the school year. 
 

Part 2: Additional Reading/Summer Reading Project: 
 

For some additional reading, please read one outside book of your choice (grade 
appropriate).  After you finish reading your book, choose one of the following project 
options from the Choice Board. This project is not for Fever 1793. 
 
 
 

CHOICE BOARD 

Book in a Box 
Decorate a box to represent the book 
and fill it with objects that represent 

different parts of the book. You can use 
a shoebox or other similarly sized 

container. Decorate your box to go with 
the book. You can draw pictures or use 

pictures from magazines or the internet. 
Be sure to include the title and author 
of the book on the box as well as your 
name. Find at least 8  different objects. 
You can use pictures if the object you 

want to use is too big to fit inside your 
box.  For each object, make a note card 
that includes the name of the object at 
the top and a paragraph about how the 
object is an important part of the book. 

Powerpoint 
Make a PowerPoint presentation 

about the book.  Your presentation 
must include the following 7  slides 

with backgrounds, pictures, and 
transitions. 

- Slide 1: Introduction with title and 
author of the book 

- Slide 2: Setting of the book  
(include description) 

- Slide 3: Main character  
(include description) 

- Slide 4: Supporting characters 
(include descriptions) 

- Slide 5: Summary of the plot 
- Slide 6: Your opinion of the book  
- Slide 7: Your fav. part of the book 

Collage 
Create a collage using pictures that 

represent important parts of the book. 
Use a large piece of poster board for 
your collage. Make sure the title and 

author of the book are displayed 
prominently on your collage. Include at 
least 15  pictures. You can use pictures 
from magazines, the internet, or draw 
images yourself. On a separate piece of 
paper, write a descriptive title for each 

picture and a sentence or two about 
why it was important to the book. For 
example, if you read one of the Harry 

Potter books, you could include a 
picture of a lightning bolt and write 

about why Harry has that mark on his 
forehead. 

Letter Exchange 
Write a series of letters between 

you and a character from the book. You 
will need to write 6  letters in total: 3 
from you to the character in the book 
and 3  from the character back to you. 

Include a cover page with the title, 
author, and an illustration. Each letter 
should be about a page long. In your 

letters, ask the character questions that 
have to do with the character’s life and 
the story. Have the character answer 

the questions in his or her letters back 
to you. Write about things that you find 
interesting and things that you and the 

character have in common. 

Timeline 
Use words and pictures to make a 

timeline of the important events in 
the book. Include at least 10 

important events from the book. 
Each event should include a title that 

explains the event and a picture. 
Pictures may be drawn or printed. 

Your timeline should include dates if 
they are known. Include the title and 

author of the books above your 
timeline. 

Scrapbook 
Pretend you are the main character of 
the book. Make a scrapbook with items 
and pictures that are important to your 
life and to the story. Make your book at 
least 5  pages long.  Include at least 20 

items and/or pictures.  For each item or 
picture, include a caption explaining 
what it is and why it is important. 
Decorate the front cover. Be sure to 

include the name of the 
main character. You can get pictures 

from magazines and the internet, or you 
can draw them, or take pictures with a 

camera and print them out. 

 

Possible choices for additional summer reading can be found on this website: http://bit.ly/alscsummer2020 
 
 

All summer reading assignments will be due on the second day of school. 

 

http://bit.ly/alscsummer2020


Summer Reading Comprehension Packet 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fever 1793  
By: Laurie Halse Anderson 

 

Chapter 1: August 16, 1793 
1. Make a prediction about what this story will be about looking at 
just the front cover. 

 

 

2. Describe the setting of this story. What time period is this? 

 

 

 

3. How are Matilda and her mother different? 

 

 

Chapter 2: August 16, 1793 
1. What is the family business? 

 

2. Who was the president at the time of this story? 

 

3. What happened to Matilda’s father? 
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4. Who is Eliza? What is her role in the house? 

 

 

Chapter 3: August 16, 1793 
1. What happened to Polly? 

 

 

2. Why is Matilda so upset about the news of what happened to Polly? 

 

 

Chapter 4: August 16, 1793 
1. Who was Matilda’s grandfather? What did he do for work? 

 

 

2. What does the doctor tell everyone? 

  

 

Chapter 5: August 24, 1793 
1. Why are people avoiding the shops by the river? 
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2. Why do you think Matilda’s mother wants to send her to the 
Ludingtons? What is different there? 

 

 

 

3. What reason does Mrs. Elper give to why people are getting the 
fever? 

 

 

4. Who is Nathaniel? How does Matilda feel about him? 

 

 

5. What significance does the church bell ringing mean? 

 

Chapter 6: August 30, 1793 
1. What does Matilda’s grandfather think of Nathaniel? 

 

2. What does Grandfather think caused the fever? 

 

 

3. Why is Matilda’s mother so interested in the letter? How does 
Matilda feel about it? 
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Chapter 7: August 30, 1793 

1. How does Matilda describe the Ogilvies girls? 

 

 

2. What does Pernilla think caused the fever? 

 

 

3. What happened to Colette at the end of the chapter? 

  

Chapter 8: September 2, 1793 
1. Why do the church bells keep ringing? 

 

 

2. Why haven’t there been many customers coming into the 
coffeehouse? 

 

Chapter 9: September 2, 1793 
1. Why did Matilda say nothing went right that afternoon? 

 

 

2. Who is Dr. Rush? Why is he at the coffeehouse? 
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3. Why does Matilda say it hurt to look at her mother? What does her 
mother look like? 

 

 

Chapter 10: September 6, 1793 
1. What does the doctor decide to do to Matilda’s mother? 

 

 

2. What happened to Matilda? Where is she going? 

 

 

3. Who wrote to Mattie? How do you think this made Mattie feel? 

 

Chapter 11: September 7, 1793 
1. What three things did Matilda’s grandfather say a soldier needs to 
fight? Why do you think he is telling her this? 

 

 

 

2. Who were the four horsemen? Why did they stop the carriage? 
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3. What happened with Matilda’s grandfather? 

 

 

Chapter 12: September 8, 1793 
1. What was Matilda’s plan? 

 

 

2. What would you do if you were in Matilda’s situation? 

 

 

3. How have the roles reversed with Matilda and her Grandfather? 

 

Chapter 13: September 10, 1793 
1. What does Matilda think of herself? Support your answer with a 
quote from the text. 

 

 

 

2. How did Mattie try to catch the fish? What happened? 
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3. What do you think is happening to Mattie at the end of the 
chapter? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

Chapter 14: September 12-20, 1793 
1. What is happening to Mattie? Is she really in a war battle? Explain 
your answer. 

 

 

2. What was wrong with Grandfather? 

 

3. Why does Mattie say Bush Hill is a bad place to be? 

 

 

Chapter 15: September 22, 1793 
1. Why do you think Mattie’s mom has not been responding to her 
letters? Explain your answer. 

 

 

2. Why did Grandfather become angry with the clerk? 
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Chapter 16: September 24, 1793 
1. Who is Mrs. Bowles? How does Mattie know her? 

 

  

2. Now that Mattie has recovered from the yellow fever, what is 
special about her? 

 

 

3. Why can’t Grandfather send a letter to the Ludingtons? 

 

 

4. How many people are thought to have died from the fever? 
Support your answer with a quote from the text. 

 

 

 

Chapter 17: September 24, 1793 
1. What happened to the coffeehouse? 

  

 

2. Who was the familiar face Mattie saw? 
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Chapter 18: September 25, 1793 
1. Why does Mattie feel like this is a special occasion? 

 

2. Why was Mattie so excited over the potatoes? 

 

Chapter 19: September 26, 1793 
1. Who woke Mattie from her sleep? 

 

2. Why did Mattie get mad about her Grandfather’s sword? 

 

 

3. What did Grandfather do when he saw Mattie tied up? 

 

 

4. What happened to Grandfather? What do you think Mattie will do 
next? 

 

 

Chapter 20: September 27, 1793 
1. Why did Mattie not let the men put her Grandfather with the 
others? 
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2. Who did Mattie run into at the end of the chapter? Make a 
prediction about what may happen next. 

 

 

Chapter 21: September 27, 1793 
1. What does Mattie decide to do with Nell? 

 

2. Who does Mattie think she sees walking down the street? How does 
Mattie know this person? 

 

 

3. What is an apothecary? How would this help a sick person? 

 

Chapter 22: September 27, 1793 

1. What news does Mattie hear about her mom? 

 

 

2. Who is Mother Smith? What was she doing at Eliza’s home? 

 

 

3. What does the Free African Society do? 
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Chapter 23: September 28, 1793 
1. Why does Mattie think she is a complete failure? 

 

 

2. What happened to the Ogilvie family? How is this different from 
when Mattie first had tea with them? 

 

 

 

3. Why were daisies falling from the sky? 

 

 

Chapter 24: October 1, 1793 
1. Why does Eliza say the pharmacists and coffin makers are the only 
people that have profited from the plague? 

 

 

2. How has Mattie changed since the beginning of the book? 

 

 

 

3. What happened to the children? 
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Chapter 25: October 14, 1793 
1. How was caring for children harder than the other people Eliza and 
Mattie cared for? 

 

 

Chapter 26: October 23, 1793 
1. What has changed with the weather? Why is this important? 

 

 

  

2. Why was Eliza bringing the furniture outside? 

 

 

3. Who does Mattie run into at the market that makes her so happy? 

 

 

Chapter 27: October 30, 1793 
1. Why were people returning to the city? 

  

2. Why was Mattie having a celebration? Who was in attendance? 
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3. What was Mattie’s plan for the coffeehouse? Who would be her 
partner? 

 

 

Chapter 28: November 10, 1793 
1. What does the scene at the coffeehouse look like now? 

 

 

2. What significance is it that the president has returned to town? 

 

 

3. What does Mattie do to Nathaniel when they see the president? 
How has their relationship changed since the beginning of the book? 

 

 

 

Chapter 29: November 10, 1793 
1. What were people’s reactions when they saw Mattie’s mother? 

 

2. What did Mrs. Ludington say about Mattie’s mother? 
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3. How much time has passed between the beginning and end of the 
story? 

 

 

Epilogue: December 11, 1793 
1. What does this chapter describe? 

 

 

 

2. How has the town of Philadelphia moved on? 
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My Rating of this Book: ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 
How many stars would you give this book? Color in the stars above and write 6 complete 
sentences below explaining your rating. 

I would rate this book ______ stars because 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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