
 

 

November 23, 2020 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, we are so grateful for the 12 weeks we have been able to return successfully 

to in-person learning.  It was a goal we were not sure we would reach, but now that we have, we need to look beyond it 

to our next goal.   

The reality is that in-person learning at Saint Mary School has been successful because of the partnership and support of 

our school community.  We are not doing anything drastically different from other schools.  Families have traveled but 

have cooperated and complied with testing and quarantine protocols.  Students have exhibited symptoms, and parents 

have been diligent about keeping them home from school and having them tested.  We are so appreciative of Mrs. 

Powers and her strict adherence to the guidelines and for helping our school community navigate these uncertain times. 

We all recognize that COVID numbers continue to increase at an alarming rate in Massachusetts.  It is the expectation 

that the holidays will cause another spike in cases in our local communities.  We are asking you to continue to err on the 

side of caution as we maneuver through the holiday season.  We have families of staff and students who are dealing 

with cancer and other illnesses in their family that impact their immunity.  We have many families who live with and 

care for family members in high-risk categories. If you are traveling or are hosting/participating in large gatherings with 

family or friends with whom you don’t reside, be vigilant in protecting our school community.  If your child needs to 

quarantine, we will invite them to join our current at-home remote learners until their quarantine period is over, or you 

can produce written confirmation of a negative PCR test result.   

In light of the rising numbers and in a continued effort to keep our students and staff safe, the following amendments to 

the Saint Mary School COVID Protocols and 2020-2021 School Calendar will be effective November 30, 2020: 

• It is now mandatory for students in Grades K and 1 to wear a mask while in the classroom space.  Students in 

Preschool and Pre-K are strongly encouraged to wear a mask while in the classroom.   All students will continue 

to have ample mask breaks throughout the day. 

• Saint Mary School will no longer accept the rapid COVID 19 test result.  Only PCR test results will be accepted. 

• Per MA guidelines, traveling to state/s or countries not on the low risk list will require: 

o A negative PCR test 

o A 14 day quarantine if you choose not to test 

o If PCR test COVID-19 test results are negative, you may return to school with written confirmation of 

results. 

• Christmas vacation will begin at dismissal on Friday, December 18th.  Monday and Tuesday, December 21st and 

22nd, will now be NO SCHOOL days.   

It has been a challenging eight months, and the challenge is not over.  We want Saint Mary School to remain a safe in-

person learning environment for the continued physical, emotional and social well-being of our staff and students.   

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 

Have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving! 

Jeannie MacDonough 


