
Grade 8  

Blizzard Bag 

Day 1 

 

Religion………….Corporal works of mercy. 

Math……….Finding Perimeter Area (Mrs.Kassa) 

         ……….Properties of Exponents (Mrs.MacDonough) 

. 

ELA…………The most Dangerous game and Literacy Devices Powerpoint 

Science……….Introduction to Atoms 

Social Studies……….Mathematics of Sharecropping 

Spanish……….Feliz dia de Nieve 



Grade 8 Religion 

Day # 1 

Using pictures from a magazine, newspaper or online, find one example of each 

Corporal Work of Mercy. For each picture, explain in no more than three 

sentences how the Corporal Work of Mercy is being shown. 

1. Glue pictures down on paper and under each picture write your 

explanation 

2. You can put more than one picture and explanation on a sheet as long as it 

is neatly done and there is space between them. 

___________________________ 

Corporal Works of Mercy  

Feed the Hungry 

Shelter the Homeless 

Clothe the Naked 

Visit the sick and imprisoned 

Give alms(money) to the poor 

Bury the dead 

 



Name____________________________ Period_____________ Date___________________ 

 

Finding Perimeter and Area Using Polynomials 
 

1. What is the distance around the rectangle if the length is 3x2 + 6x – 10 and the 

width is  

 3x + 5? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If the perimeter of the pentagon below is 7x4 + 9x3 – 6x2 + 10, what is the length of 

the  missing side? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If the perimeter of the square below is 12x5 – 8x2 + 20x – 4, what is the length of one 

side? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Ana knows that the perimeter of her backyard is (6x2 + 14x) feet.  If the length of 

her  backyard is (2x2 + 3x – 7) feet, what is the width of her backyard? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3x2 + 6x – 10  

3x + 5  

4x3 + 6x  

3x4 – 4  

?  

5x3 – 2x2   

4x4 – 2x2 – 3x 

? 



 

5. The area of the square below is represented by the expression 4x2 + 4x + 1.  The 

area of  the rectangle is represented by the expression x2 – 5x + 6.  Using the 

diagram below, find  the area of the shaded region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. A rectangular piece of wood has an area of 5x4 + 3x2 – 6x + 8.  If two identical 

circles are  cut out of the wood and the area of EACH circle is x2 – 2, find the area of 

the remaining  piece of wood.  (Hint:  Use the picture below.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. A circular plot of land has an area of 7x5 – x3 + 4x2 + 9.  If the walkway around this 

piece  of land has an area of x4 – 4x3 + 2x, what is the area of the land and 

walkway combined? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. The width of Adrian’s bedroom is (x – 5) feet.  He knows that the length is four times 

the  width.  Find the perimeter of Adrian’s bedroom. 
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LITERARY DEVICES / 
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE



SIMILE

•A simile is a comparison 

between two unlike objects 

using the words “like” or “as.”



SIMILE EXAMPLES

• "Life is like an onion: You peel it off 
one layer at a time, and sometimes 
you weep.”  (Carl Sandburg)

•Her eyes shone 

like diamonds.

• The box is as 

light as a feather.



METAPHOR

•A comparison between two 
UNLIKE things that DOESN’T 
use “like” or “as.”

•The author simply says that 
one thing IS another instead 
of saying that it’s LIKE that 
thing.



METAPHOR EXAMPLES

•Her eyes were diamonds, 

glittering in the moonlight.

•His face was ice, frozen into 

place and showing no trace of 

emotion.



PERSONIFICATION

• The author talks about an object as 
if it were a person or an animal.

• The author often does this by giving 
the object feelings or having an 
animal talk or reason.

•Notice that Personification makes an 
object seem like a person.



PERSONIFICATION EXAMPLES

• The flame danced in the breeze.

• The clock ticked away happily.

• The moon smiled down on me.



ALLUSION

•Allusion is when an author refers 

to something famous in the text 

but doesn’t offer any 

explanation.

•The author assumes that you 

know and understand the 

reference.



PERSON

•The allusion could be to a 

famous person (Michael 

Jordan or Shakespeare)…



CHARACTER

•A fictional character like 

Spiderman, or the 

Grinch…



an important event

(The Civil War, 

the Super Bowl, 

Hurricane Katrina)

EVENT

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.soldierstudies.org/images/webquest/civil%20war%20soldiers.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.soldierstudies.org/index.php?action=letters_webquest&h=435&w=449&sz=39&hl=en&start=1&um=1&usg=__upBZ4JSr6gRywW959yDSIGPmQM0=&tbnid=OCZN92QN_8HvHM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=civil+war&ndsp=20&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4ADBS_en___US222&sa=N
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Superbowl_Trophy_Crop.jpg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.plaqueminesparish.com/images/hurricane-symbol-blk2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.plaqueminesparish.com/message.htm&h=101&w=139&sz=3&tbnid=ogHj3M74aSwJ::&tbnh=68&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=hurricane+symbol&hl=en&usg=__oyDPGMdWgSJH4QmLu9lYU-O3ekM=&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=3&ct=image&cd=1


•Or even another 

book, such as…

•Romeo and Juliet

•The Bible

•The Little Engine 

that Could

BOOK

http://www.imdb.com/rg/photos-title/summary/media/rm4152072448/tt0063518
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Family-bible.jpg


ALLUSION EXAMPLES

•He’s so honest, George 

Washington would be proud.

•His speech reminds me of Martin 

Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 

speech.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Gilbert_Stuart_Williamstown_Portrait_of_George_Washington.jpg


IRONY

•You expect something to 
happen, but the opposite 
happens.  

•OR – a weird coincidence.



•Kidnappers are so frustrated with 

the boy that they pay his father to 

take him back.

•OR – A person who always plays 
the same lottery numbers forgets 
to play them, and they win!

IRONY EXAMPLES



FORESHADOWING

•The author gives us clues 

to what is going to 

happen later in the story.



FORESHADOWING EXAMPLE

• I looked back at the 
beach as we drove 
away.  Little did I know 
that the next time I 
would visit the ocean, 
all my peaceful 
memories would be 
shattered forever.



IMAGERY

•Using  details and descriptions 

in order to create a sensory 

experience for the reader.

•Imagery involves one or more 

of your five senses (hearing, 

taste, touch, smell, sight).



IMAGERY EXAMPLES

• Visual: the clouds were low and hairy...like 

locks blown forward in the gleam of eyes.

• Auditory: the roar of trees, the crack of 

branches, beating on a box

• Smell: musk from hidden grapevine springs 

• Taste: the blueberries as big as your 

thumb...with the flavor of soot 

• Tactile (touch): Mary touches the harp-like 

morning-glory strings and plays some 

tenderness.



Blizzard Bag 1/Grade 8 ELA: Literary Terms Scavenger Hunt: “The Most 

Dangerous Game”- Richard Connell 

 

Please review the PP presentation on literary devices and read Richard Connell’s, “The Most Dangerous 

Game”.  After you read the short story, please fill in the chart with examples of the literary devices. Make 

sure to include page numbers.    

Link to full text: 

http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-

0.pdf 

  Simile 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Metaphor 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Personification 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-0.pdf
http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-0.pdf


  Allusion 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Irony 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Foreshadowing 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Imagery 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 



Name    Date    Class   

 

 

 

Introduction to Atoms 
 

 

 

 

 

Exactly How Small Is It? 
Measuring the size of an atom is not easy. For one thing, an atom is very, very tiny. Scientists, however, 
have developed several ways to estimate the relative sizes of atoms. For elements that exist as two 
identical molecules bonded together, such as oxygen and hydrogen, scientists can use a technique called 
X-ray diffraction to estimate the distance between the nuclei. Once scientists do that, they can calculate 
the atomic radius, which is one-half the distance between the nuclei. 

It’s important to remember that the atomic radius is not a measurement of a single atom’s size but 
only its size relative to other atoms. In other words, scientists know that oxygen atoms are larger than 
hydrogen atoms, but they don’t know the exact size of any single atom of oxygen. When comparing 
sizes of atoms, one must be careful to compare sizes based on similar measuring techniques. 

The figure below shows the atomic radii of several elements. The atomic radius is given in units of 
picometers (pm). One picometer is equal to 0.000000000001 meter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. What part of an atom determines its size? 

2. Why is it difficult to measure the size of an atom? 

3. What is the distance between nuclei in a hydrogen molecule (H2)? 

4. What would be the distance between nuclei of a bromine 
molecule (Br2)? 

5. What is the atomic radius of oxygen in meters? 

6. Which atoms are relatively larger than oxygen atoms? 

 

 

 

 

79E 

Read the passage and study the figure below it. Then use a separate sheet of paper to 
answer the questions that follow the figure. 



114 Chapter 18 Connecting With . . .

The Mathematics of Sharecropping
Under the sharecropping
system, a family signed a
contract with a landowner
and then took responsibility
for farming a given plot of
land. If the landowner sup-
plied the tools and seed, the
sharecroppers usually were
allowed to keep one third of
the crop. If the sharecroppers
supplied tools and seed, they
were allowed to keep one half
of the crop. The earning from
the crop often did not pay the
sharecropper’s expenses for
the season.

John Richard Dennett, a
northern reporter, printed a
typical sharecropper contract:

The undersigned bind themselves to stay on the— —plantation from Nov. 15th, year
of 1865, to Nov. 15th, year of 1866. We agree to work on said plantation for Mr. W—.
He is to pay the rent of the plantation, and he is to pay all the expense of the crops.
Mr. W— agrees to give us payment for labor by sharing equally with the Negroes—
one half the crop to be his, one half of every crop on the place, excepting that all the
fodder and straw is to belong to Mr. W—. Mr. W— is to give us rations and clothing,
and the expense is to be paid back out of our half of the crop. We are to act polite to
him, and to be obedient and industrious, and make no disturbance in the place.

In some areas, plantation owners preferred to pay wages. Dennett spoke to one such
landowner in South Carolina:

This year he planted two hundred and thirty-five acres of cotton, and an equal
number of acres was planted in corn and miscellaneous crops by the people for them-
selves, so that the total quantity of land cultivated by each laborer was 4.7 acres. For
their manual labor on the cotton crop, . . . the people were paid fifteen dollars an acre,
and for the picking they received two and a half cents a pound.

1. According to the contract, what did a sharecropper receive in exchange for half his crop?
2. The South Carolina landowner mentioned above employed 100 workers. Each worked 2.35

acres of cotton. How much did a family of four earn for their manual labor?

Imagine that the Civil War has recently ended and you are going 
to interview people about the sharecropping system. Choose three
people whom you would want to interview to give you a broad view of

the situation. Write at least five questions you would ask each person.

ActivityActivity

Name Class Date
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Connecting With . . . 
Science and Technology

Main Idea: Reconstruction
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¡Feliz día de nieve!   Happy Snow Day!! 

 Read the article below and as you read, make a list of all the Spanish Words you find in the 

article. Include the English meaning of each word as you make your list. 

Group your list into four themed groups. Put each word in the list it fits in best. The lists are: 

1.   Weather Words 
2.   Clothing Words 
3.   Activity Words 
4.   Food Words 

The words from the “Other useful winter words” section of the article need to be put into one 

of the other four categories. 

The Spanish Vocabulary You’ve Got to Know to Enjoy the Winter Wonderland 

Chestnuts roasting by an open fire. The screams of happy children making snowmen in the 

street. The smell of eggnog in the air. That’s right. Winter is here. But hang on. How do you 

say winter in Spanish? What’s the word for snowman? For chestnut? Fire? Eggnog? 

If the thought of all these new words makes you want to go into hibernación, stop right there. 

Put down that blanket, pause that movie and stop running for the castañas (chestnuts). 

(There you go, you learned a new word already!) 

We’ve got all the vocabulario de invierno (winter) you’ll need.But what is winter vocabulary 

anyway? Is it really that different from the words you’ve been using this fall? Or summer?  

The good news is that most of the words you’ll use every day stay the same. 

A manzana (apple) is still a manzana, and mañana is still mañana whatever the season—

even if you do sleep through a whole day by accidente. But just as you may use the Spanish 

words for pool (piscina), beach (playa) and barbecue(asado) more often in the summer, there 

are some winter words you’ll find useful once it starts to get cold. By the time you’ve finished 

reading this, you’ll have all the vocabulary you need to get you through the chilly months. 

 

 



 The Spanish Vocabulary You’ve Got to Know to Enjoy the Winter Wonderland 

The weather 

A favorite pastime for many is talking about the weather. It never gets old. Some words you 

might need include: 

la nieve (snow) 

el copo de nieve (a snowflake) 

el muñeco de nieve (a snowman) 

la tormenta de nieve (a snowstorm) 

Note that the verb for “to snow” is nevar, so if you wake up and the world has turned white 

overnight (as if by magic), you can say “¡Está nevando! (It’s snowing) or “¡Mira! ¡Hay 

mucha nieve!” (Look! There’s loads of snow!) 

 You can then go outside to admire the copos de nieve and make your very own muñeco de 

nieve. You could even make a bola de nieve and start a batalla de bolas de nieve (a 

snowball fight) before the tormenta de nieve starts and you have to run back inside again. 

You might also want to talk about aguanieve (slush), the sensación térmica por el 

viento (a wind-chill) or how the temperature is below freezing (bajo cero). You could say 

“Hace dos grados bajo cero” (It’s 2 degrees below freezing) or replace “dos” with however 

many degrees below zero it is. 

Another Spanish word you’ll definitely need if you drive a car is rasqueta (ice scraper), and 

you might even need a pala (shovel) to dig yourself at home. 

But snow isn’t the only type of wintery weather you might be up against, there’s also la 

niebla (fog), el granizo (hailstones) and you have to be careful that your car or windows 

don’t empañarse (mist or fog up). 

You’ll also have to avoid el hielo (ice) and watch out for the morning escarcha (frost). Now if 

this picture isn’t looking particularly pleasant. Remember Christmas and New Years are soon 



coming to cheer you up, and there’s also a myriad of winter activities you can do to make the 

most of the weather. 

 Winter activities 

The most obvious winter activity is el esquí. You can esquiar all day if you want to. You 

could also try a bit of snowboard–there are no prizes for translating that one. But the verb 

is hacer snowboard, in case you were wondering. 

And then after you’re tired of snowboarding you can head to the lake for a bit of patinaje 

sobre hielo (ice skating). Don’t forget your patines de hielo (ice skates).  But probably the 

most fun thing about the snow is andar en trineo(sledding). The word for sled is trineo. So 

yes, Papá Noel rides a trineo. And he has renos (reindeers) or so the legend goes. 

Other activities you might want to do outside are hockey sobre hielo for which you’ll need 

a palo de hockey (hockey stick) or a disco (puck). 

And if you’re feeling artistic, and maybe inspired by Edward Scissorhands, you can make 

an escultura de hielo. 

When it all gets a bit much and you’re feeling tired, just quedarse en casa (stay home) next 

to el fuego (the fire). You could even jugar a las cartas (play cards), do a rompecabezas 

(jigsaw puzzle), play a juego de mesa (board game), navegar en internet, watch 

a pel (película – movie or leer un libro. 

Winter foods 

But this wintery picture isn’t quite complete without some wintery food to warm up. You might 

want to add a nice cup of chocolate caliente to the above scene. Or perhaps have el 

ponche de huevo (eggnog).  And while winter foods vary around the world, you certainly 

can’t go wrong with a warming estofado or guiso (stew), with some delicious sopa, or some 

winter vegetables such as la chirivía (parsnip),la calabaza (pumpkin) or repollitos de 

bruselas (brussel sprouts), all cooked al horno (roasted). Yum. 

  



 Winter clothing  

For those without heating, sometimes it can feel as if you need to wear every piece of 

clothing you own not only outside, but inside the house, just to keep warm. In Spanish, there 

is a special verb for wrapping up warm: abrigarse. 

The adjective is abrigado(a).So here’s a list of the items we suggest putting on to make sure 

you are nice and abrigado(a) before you venture outdoors or out of bed. 

guantes (gloves) — Essential winter wear, especially when making that muñeco de nieve. 

bufanda (scarf) — Good for adding to said muñeco de nieve. Bring an extra one so you don’t 

go cold. 

gorra (hat) — Very important. Cold heads = cold bodies. 

botas (boots) — The warmer the better. Get some botas de nieve if posible. 

mintones — This can also mean fingerless gloves, which are sometimes referred to 

as guantes sin dedos.  

If you’re still freezing, wear lots of layers (capas), and then add el traje de esquí (a skisuit) 

on top of it all. If you still can’t feel your legs, you should consider either moving somewhere 

warmer, or seeing a doctor. 

Other useful winter words 

What else could you possibly need to know about winter? Well, el invierno can be the time 

where you get sick. So watch out for those resfriados (colds). You may find yourself 

estornudando (sneezing) every five minutes. You should check you don’t have 

a fiebre (fever). If you do, you could have gripe (flu), or be engripado (to have the flu). 

Stock up on the tissues (los pañuelos) and after some reposo(bedrest) and lots of hot 

drinks, you should be fine. 



You might also want to talk to the person you live with about the heating. This could 

potentially lead to arguments if you want to turn it up (subirla), and mom or dad wants to  

turn it down (bajarla). Either way, you’ll need to know that the boiler is called el calefón o 

calentador, the heater is la estufa and the heating is called la calefacción. 

But what’s the most important word for winter? It’s probably las vacaciones, so even if you 

are arguing about the heating, at least you don’t have to go to school. 

Now, where did you put that trineo? Have fun! And don’t forget toabrigarse!  

 


