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Blizzard Bags are pre-made lessons and activities that allow students to work from home in the case of a 

school closing (not a delay).  Saint Mary School will notify you through ParentAlert when a Blizzard Bag 

needs to be completed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject and Assignments 
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Math............................................................................................................................................................... 3 

ELA ................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

Science ......................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Social Studies ............................................................................................................................................... 25 

Spanish ......................................................................................................................................................... 26 

 

 

Blizzard Bags should be returned to school within one week of the announced snow day. In order for the 

snow day to count as a school day, all students are required to return their Blizzard Bags to avoid 

extending the school year. The work will be graded and will become part of your child's overall grade. 
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Religion 
Read todays gospel and be prepared to talk about it in our next class. 
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Math 
MacDonough Math – Slope – Intercept Form Worksheet # 1 - 22 
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Mrs. Kassa 
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ELA 
Please review the PP presentation on literary devices and read Richard Connell’s, “The Most Dangerous 

Game” (read the story ONLY).  After you read the short story, please fill in the chart with examples of the 

literary devices. Make sure to include page numbers.    

PowerPoint 
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Link to full text: 

http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-

0.pdf 

  Simile 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Personification 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Irony 

http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-0.pdf
http://www.buckeyevalley.k12.oh.us/userfiles/212/Classes/2153/MostDangerousGameHoltReader-0.pdf
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p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
 
 

 

  Foreshadowing 
p. 
_________  

Ex. 
 
 

p. 
_________ 

Ex. 
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Science 
INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Introduction 

 

The basic unit for length is the meter. For a property such as length, researchers often 

need to measure amounts that are much smaller or much larger than the basic unit. In the SI 

system, the smaller or larger units are based on multiples of 10. For example, notice that the 

meter below is divided into 10 main sections, called decimeters. Each decimeter is then divided 

into ten sections, called centimeters. That  
 

means that a decimeter is       (or 0.1) of a meter. A centimeter is       ￼    

 
meter. A millimeter is  (or 0.001) of a meter. 
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Measure (continued) 

The same prefixes that are used for naming smaller and larger units of length are also used for 

naming different size units of volume and mass. Look at the chart below to see the meaning of 

some common prefixes. 

 

Common SI Prefixes 

Prefix Symbol Meaning Example 

kilo- k 1,000 kilometer (km) 

hecto- h 100 hectometer (hm) 

deka- da 10 dekameter (dam) 

deci- d 

 

decimeter (dm) 

centi- c 

 

centimeter (cm) 

milli- m 

 

millimeter (mm) 

TIPS FOR MAKING MEASUREMENTS 

• Know the purpose of your measurement. Choose the most suitable size unit, for example, 
centimeters for a book or meters for the classroom floor. 

• Know how your measuring tool works, for example what main units it measures and what 
the smaller units mean. 

• Always label your measurements. If you perform any math operations such as adding or 
subtracting measurements, always label the resulting numbers properly. 

• Determine whether you will need one, two, or a series of measurements. Figure out 
whether you will have to perform any math operations. For example, if you need to find 
how much the temperature of a liquid increased, you will need to subtract the original 
temperature from the final temperature. 

• Know any special rules that apply. For example, read the water level in a graduated cylinder 
at eye level and at the lowest point of the curved surface. 
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How could you demonstrate that there are 1,000 millimeters in 1 

meter? 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Practice 

Measure: Length 

Write your answers to the questions below in the spaces provided. If you need more 

space, use a separate sheet of paper. 

Length is the distance between two points. Length is usually measured with rulers. Examine the 

metric ruler diagramed below. Notice that the labeled units are in centimeters (cm). Small 

vertical lines separate each centimeter into 10 sections.  

 

Each of these sections measures 0.1 (or       ) of a centimeter, which equals 1 millimeter  
 

(mm). When you use a metric ruler, decide which of these units you will use. For example, if you 

measure the line in Example 1 in millimeters, you would say it’s 19 mm long. If you measure it in 

centimeters, you would say it’s 1.9 cm long. 

 

1. How many millimeters long is Line A?_______________________________ 

2. How many centimeters long is Line A?_______________________________ 

3. How many millimeters long is Line B?_______________________________ 

4. How many centimeters long is Line B?_______________________________ 

5. How many millimeters long is Line C?_______________________________ 
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6. How many centimeters long is Line C?_______________________________ 

Hint: Did you include the proper unit in each of your measurements? If not, go 

 back and label them. 
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Measure: Length (continued) 

Using Length Measurements to Find Area and Volume 

You can use metric measurements to find the 

area of a figure by multiplying length × width. 

You can use metric measurements to find the 

volume by multiplying length × width × height. 

7. What is the length of the figure on the right?  

8. What is the width of the figure on the right?  

9. What is the area of the figure on the right? 

10. What is the volume of the figure on the right? 

11. Think It Over If the measurements of a 
rectangle are 30 mm by 70 mm, would its 
area                                                          be the same size as the area of the rectangle for 

      Questions 7–9? Explain. 
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INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Practice 

Measure: Liquid Volume 

Write your answers to the questions below in the 

spaces provided. If you need more space, use a 

separate sheet of paper. 

The volume of an object is the amount of space it 

takes up. You will often measure the volume 

of liquids using a graduated cylinder. 

(“Graduated” means that the cylinder is marked 

with measurement units.) Always read a 

graduated cylinder at eye level. Also, water in a 

graduated cylinder has a curved surface called 

the meniscus. Read the volume at the bottom 

of the meniscus. 

Hints: Always check the unnumbered marks on a 

graduated cylinder to see how many sections 

there are and what they measure. Also, 

sometimes you have to estimate a 

measurement between two marks. Prove to yourself that both graduated cylinders on the right 

contain 25 mL. 

What is the volume of the liquid shown in graduated cylinders 1–4 below? What is the total 

volume in graduated cylinder 5? 

 

1 _________ 2  _________ 3  _________ 4  _________ 5  _________ 

6. If the diagrams for Questions 4 and 5 show the same graduated cylinder before and after 
the rock was added, what can you infer about the volume of the rock? 
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7. Think It Over Describe how you can use a graduated cylinder to measure the volume of an 
irregular object. 
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INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Practice 

Measure: Mass 

Write your answers to the questions below in the spaces provided. If you need space, use a 

separate sheet of paper. 

Mass is the amount of matter in an object. There are different kinds of balances us to measure 

mass. Be sure you understand how your balance works. Some balance give a single reading. 

Others give two or more readings that you have to add together. 

For example, look at the triple- beam 

balance on the right. Notice that the middle 

beam measures the largest amounts. To read the 

mass of an object, find and record the masses 

shown on each of the beams. Then add the 

readings. 

200 g + 70 g + 6.5 g = 276.5 g 

Hint: Sometimes you have to find the mass of a substance in a container. Find the mass of the 

container alone. Then subtract that mass from the combined mass. 

Mass of substance and container  29 g 

Mass of container  − 13 g 

Mass of substance 16 g 

1. Using the diagram on the right, find the 
combined mass of the substance and its 
container. What is the mass of the 
substance if the mass of the 
container is 25 g? 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

2. What is the mass of a powder if the combined mass of the powder and its container is 12 
grams and the mass of the container alone is 4 
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grams?___________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Think It Over How are the three beams on a triple-beam balance different? 
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INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Practice 

Measure: Temperature 

Write your answers to the questions below in the spaces provided. If you need more space, use a 

separate sheet of paper. 

Temperature is a measure of how hot or cold something is. In science, you will measure 

temperature with a Celsius thermometer like the one at the right. The 

correct unit for readings on this thermometer is °C. As you read the 

temperatures in the first three diagrams below, notice which 

thermometer marks are labeled and unlabeled, and determine what the 

unlabeled marks represent. Also, always check whether you are 

reading temperatures above or below zero. Temperatures below zero 

should be shown with a minus sign. 

 

What temperature is shown in each of the diagrams below? 

 

1. ___________ 2.__________      3. ____________ 

4. Suppose that at 9:00 A.M. the temperature of a room is 18°C, and at noon it is 24°C. What 
was the increase in temperature? ____________________________________ 

       ________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you add ice to water that is at 65°C and the water temperature drops to 40°C, what was 
the temperature decrease? _____________________________________ 
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  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Think It Over Describe how you found the temperature increase and temperature decrease 
in Questions 4 and 5. 

  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Social Studies 
Students will locate an article discussing a current event in American politics.  In the first paragraph the 

students will summarize the article in their own words.  In the second paragraph the student will discuss 

what they think about the current event discussed in the article. Finally, in the third paragraph they will 

discuss if they think their source has a political bias, stating what that bias is if any.  Make sure each 

student includes the article.  This will be turned in on Google Classroom. 
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Spanish 
 

Read the article about Las Fallas in Spain. Use the text to answer the questions below on a separate 

sheet of paper. Answer all questions in complete sentences. 

 Las Preguntas  

1. Where and when does the celebration of Las Fallas take place?  

2. For what was this celebration originally started?  

3. What does Las Fallas mean?  

4. Describe the ninots using at least three sentences with details specific to the text. 

 5. How long do the ninots take to construct?  

6. Where are the ninots placed for the celebration?  

7. Describe, using details from the text, the burning of the ninots.  

8. Using an example from the text, how do the firemen ensure that buildings close by do not catch on 

fire during the celebration? 

 9. What is the ninot indultat? How is it spared?  

10. What are some other activities that take place during Las Fallas?  

11. What takes place at 2pm every day in the Plaza Ayuntamiento?  

12. Describe the firecrackers.  

13. Describe your opinion of Las Fallas. Would you like to participate in something like this? Is there 

anything in the United States that we have that is similar to Las Fallas? Answer using at least 5 

sentences. 

 

Las Fallas en Valencia, España 

 Las Fallas is undoubtedly one of the most unique and crazy festivals in Spain. Then again, Spain is a country 

known for its unique and odd fiestas. What started as a feast day for St. Joseph, the patron saint of 

carpenters, has evolved into a 5-day, multifaceted celebration involving fire. Valencia, a quiet city with a 

population of just over 1 million, swells to an estimated three million flame-loving revelers during Las 

Fallas celebrations. Las Fallas literally means "the fires" in Valencian. The focus of the fiesta is the creation 

and destruction of ninots (“puppets” or “dolls”), which are huge cardboard, wood, paper-machè and 

plaster statues. The ninots are extremely lifelike and usually depict bawdy, satirical scenes and current 

events. A popular theme is poking fun at corrupt politicians and Spanish celebrities. The labor intensive 



 Grade 8  - Blizzard Bag #1 
 

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Blizzard Bag#1   Page 27 
 

ninots, often costing up to US$75,000, are crafted by neighborhood organizations and take almost the 

entire year to construct. Many ninots are several stories tall and need to be moved into their final location 

of over 350 key intersections and parks around the city with the aid of cranes on the day of la plantà (the 

rising).  

The ninots remain in place until March 19th, the day known as La Cremá (the burning). Starting in the 

early evening, young men with axes chop cleverly-hidden holes in the statues and stuff them with 

fireworks. The crowds start to chant, the streetlights are turned off, and all of the ninots are set on fire at 

exactly 12am. 

 Over the years, the local bomberos (firemen) have devised unique ways to protect the town's buildings 

from being accidentally set on fire by the ninots: such as neatly covering storefronts with fireproof tarps. 

Each year, one of the ninots is spared from destruction by popular vote. This ninot is called the ninot 

indultat (the pardoned puppet) and is exhibited in the local Museum of the Ninot along with the other 

favorites from years past. Traveler and pyromaniac Janet Morton says, "The scene at Las Fallas is 

extremely cathartic and difficult to describe, but resembles a cross between a bawdy Disneyland, the 

Fourth of July and the end of the world!" The origin of las Fallas is a bit murky, but most credit the fires as 

an evolution of pagan rituals that celebrated the onset of spring and the planting season. In the sixteenth 

century, Valencia used streetlights only during the longer nights of winter. The street lamps were hung on 

wooden structures, called parots, and as the days became longer the now-unneeded parots were 

ceremoniously burned on St. Joseph's Day. Even today the fiesta has retained its satirical and working-

class roots, and the well-to-do and faint-of-heart of Valencia often ditch out of town during Las Fallas.  

 

Besides the burning of the ninots, there is a myriad of other activities during the fiesta. During the day, 

you can enjoy an extensive roster of bullfights, parades, paella contests and beauty pageants around the 

city. Spontaneous fireworks displays explode everywhere during the days leading up to La Crema, but the 

highlight is the dailymascletá which occurs in the Plaza Ayuntamiento at exactly 2pm. When the string-

lined firecrackers are ignited, the thunderous, rythmitic sounds they make can be considered music as the 

sound intensifies in volume. Those firecrackers timed to fall to the ground literally shake the floor for next 

ten minutes, as the mascletá is more for auditive enjoyment than visual. Another pyrotechnic cremá takes 

place in June throughout many towns in Spain. The most famous one is in the city of Alicante, as it 

celebratres Hogueras de San Juan, "The Bonfires of Saint John." 

 www.donquijote.org 
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