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Blizzard Bags are pre-made lessons and activities that allow students to work from home in the case of a 

school closing (not a delay).  Saint Mary School will notify you through ParentAlert when a Blizzard Bag 

needs to be completed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject and Assignments 
Religion .......................................................................................................................................................... 2 

Math............................................................................................................................................................... 5 

ELA ................................................................................................................................................................. 6 

Science ........................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Social Studies ............................................................................................................................................... 12 

Spanish ........................................................................................................................................................ 14 

 

 

Blizzard Bags should be returned to school within one week of the announced snow day. In order for the 

snow day to count as a school day, all students are required to return their Blizzard Bags to avoid 

extending the school year. The work will be graded and will become part of your child's overall grade. 
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Math 
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ELA 
1. Watch the YouTube video “How Birds Survive the Winter Season - Mini Documentary” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUohmDU_tLI 

2. Login to commonlit.org to read and annotate the informational text, Of Feathers, Fat, and 

Freezing.  https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/of-feathers-fat-and-freezing 

3. Take the assessment on commonlit.org. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUohmDU_tLI
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/of-feathers-fat-and-freezing
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Science 
INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Introduction 

Create Line Graphs 

A science class studying frogs counted 

the number of times the frogs croaked 

at different temperatures. The results 

are shown in the data table on the right. 

To help interpret that data, the class 

then created a line graph. A line graph is 

used to display data that show how one 

variable (the responding variable) 

changes in response to another variable 

(the manipulated variable). You should 

use a line graph when your manipulated 

variable is continuous, that is, when 

there are other measurements possible 

between the ones you tested. For 

example, in this experiment, temperature is a continuous variable since 27°C is between 26° and 28°, 

and 22.5°C is between 22° and 23°. Temperature, time, mass, and velocity are just a few examples of 

continuous variables. 

A line graph is a powerful tool because it shows a 

relationship between two variables. Here, the line 

graph shows how the number of frog croaks per 

minute changes as temperature changes. Line 

graphs also allow you to identify trends and 

relationships in the data, and thus infer values you 

did not actually measure. For example, you can 

infer that at 30°C, the frogs might make 20 croaks 

per minute. At 20°C, they might make about 10 

croaks per minute. (To find out whether these 

inferences were true, you would have to do 

additional research.) 

Number of Croaks vs. Temperature 

Air Temperature in ºC Frog Croaks per Minute 

22 12 

23 14 

24 15 

26 16 

28 17 

31 21 

32 26 
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Create Line Graphs (continued) 

What Is a Best Fit Line Graph? Notice that unlike the graph on page 60, the lines on the graphs below 

were not drawn from point to point. Instead, the graphs are smooth and continuous. They flow through 

as many of the data points as possible but do not necessarily touch all the points. This kind of graph is 

called a “best fit graph.” A best fit graph shows an average, a trend, or a pattern in the data. 

You may wonder how scientists know when to use a best fit graph. As you continue to study science, 

you will see that certain kinds of graphs commonly result from scientific experiments. The graphs shown 

below are three examples. 

The first graph shows a straight line, or linear relationship. (Notice that the word linear comes from 

the word line.) You can read that straight-line graph to see that as the volume of a liquid (the 

manipulated variable) increases, the mass of that liquid (the responding variable) also increases. 

 

The graphs in the center and on the right are described as nonlinear, meaning they are not straight 

lines. The center graph shows a curve that continues to rise. You can read that graph to see that over 

time (the manipulated variable), a corn plant’s height (the responding variable) continues to increase. 

The graph on the right shows a curve that rises and then flattens out. Here, as time (the 

manipulated variable) passes, the size of the bacteria population (the responding variable) increases 

steadily until it reaches a certain size. Then, the size of the population becomes constant. 

Look for these and other patterns as you examine additional graphs. Recognizing the pattern of a 

graph will help you to understand the actual events it represents. 
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Create Line Graphs (continued) 

TIPS FOR CREATING LINE GRAPHS 

1. On graph paper, draw a horizontal, or x-, axis and a vertical, or y-, axis. 

2. Label the horizontal axis with the name of the manipulated variable. Label the vertical axis with the 
name of the responding variable. Include the units of measure. 

3. Create a scale on each axis by marking off equally-spaced numbers along the axis. Begin with zero or 
a number slightly less than the smallest number to be graphed. Be sure that each scale covers the 
entire range of data collected for that variable. Label the units on each scale. 

4. Plot each point where the variables intersect. You can do this by following an imaginary line up from 
the measurement on the x-axis. Then follow a second imaginary line across from the corresponding 
measurement on the y-axis. Place a dot where the two lines intersect. 

5. Consider whether you will plot from point to point or make a best fit graph. If you plot from point to 
point, each segment connecting two adjacent points should be straight. If you make a best fit graph, 
the connecting line should be smooth. 

6. Give your graph a title that identifies the variables or the relationship between the variables in the 
graph. On page 60, “Number of Frog Croaks at Different Temperatures” is a complete title that 
clearly describes this graph. 

How could you use a line graph to help you make predictions about data that 

were not actually measured? Use one of the graphs on page 60 or 61 to help you 

answer this question. 
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INQUIRY SKILL FOCUS Practice 

Create Line Graphs 

Use a sheet of graph paper to make a graph of the data given below. Then answer the questions that 

follow on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

Time vs. Temperature for Unknown Substance 

Time (min) Temperature (°C) Solid, Liquid or Gas 

0 −20 Solid 

5 0 Solid (melting) 

10 0 Solid (melting) 

15 52 Liquid 

20 100 Liquid (boiling) 

25 100 Liquid (boiling) 

30 100 Liquid (boiling) 

35 100 Liquid (boiling) 

40 100 Liquid (boiling) 

45 100 Liquid (boiling) 

50 100 Liquid (boiling) 

55 100 Liquid (boiling) 

60 100 Liquid (boiling) 

65 100 Liquid (boiling) 

70 100 Liquid (boiling) 

75 110 Gas 

80 120 Gas 
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A group of researchers were investigating the properties of an unknown substance. They decided to 

heat the material to study its melting and boiling behavior. They heated a 1-kg sample of the solid 

material at a steady rate. They measured and recorded the temperature of the sample every 5 minutes. 

1. On a sheet of graph paper, make a line graph of the data the group collected. 

2. What does the graph tell you about the temperature of the substance at different times during the 
investigation? 

3. Think It Over Use the information from the third column of the data table to explain what is 
happening during the various sections of your graph. 
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Social Studies 
 

6 Social Studies 
Anthropologist Blizzard Bag Project 
 
You are an anthropologist assigned to study a cultural activity of the people of a Central Massachusetts 
community during a traumatic weather event (snow day).  You have one hour of observation time.  
Record all your observations in your notes, include the times.  You will be typing up your report with 
analysis 
 
Remember, Anthropologists: 

• Focus on the present cultures 

• Study the living 

• How they live, customs, ceremonies, holidays, family life, politics, and belief systems. 
 

 
Location: ____________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________ Beginning Time: ______________ Ending Time: _______________ 
 

Observations (continue on back of sheet, attach other sheets as needed):  
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Observations (continued): 
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Spanish 
 

   1.  Read the following paragraph about La Familia de Don Alfonso and answer the questions in 

English.       

       
Don Alfonso es un hombre muy interesante. Tiene 86 años y vive en un pueblo pequeño de 
Puntarenas. Tiene dos hijos, Rebeca y Ricardo. Don Alfonso es muy alto, mide 1,90cm. Tiene l 
pelo blanco y los ojos negros. Es muy saludable (healthy): cada mañana se desayuna pan, 
frutas y jugo de naranja y después trabaja en su granja (farm). Siempre lleva un sombrero, 
pantalones anchos y camisa de manga larga. A él no le gusta llevar zapatos, pero, a veces, usa 
zapatos negros. Rebeca, la hija de Don Alfonso, vive en San José. Es estudiante de medicina 
en la universidad. Ella siempre usa ropa cómoda(comfortable):zapatos de tenis, jeans y blusas 
de colores alegres. Rebeca tiene los ojos verdes, como su madre. Ricardo vive con su padre, 
en Puntarenas. Él tiene el pelo lacio, muy corto, y es muy simpático. Él trabaja en una oficina 
y lleva ropa elegante: un traje, corbata y zapatos negros. 
 

 

1. How many children does Don Alonso have?  What are they like?  

2. What does Don Alonso wear when he works on his farm? 

3. What does he not like to wear? 

4. What clothing do his children wear and why? What do they do? 

 

2.  Identify the errors in the following sentences below. Write out the sentences on a                      

separate sheet of paper, making all corrections.  Look for errors in spelling, mechanics  and 

grammar. 

 

a. Mi mejor amiga es llamo Laura. Ella te gusta bailar mucho 

b. Mi professores de espanol es comico y intelligente. 

c. Cuantos años tiene tú? 

d. Me llamo es Jorge y yo somos muy atletica y divertido. 

e. Nostoros sois de Puerto rico 

f. Su vecina es muy paciente y simpatico 
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  3. Write a paragraph of atleast 8 sentences in Spanish describing yourself. Include information 

about your appearance and your personality. Include what you are and what are not. As well as 

include a sentence which states one thing you like to do and one thing you don’t like to do.  
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